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INFORMATION ON THE INSPECTION

Dates of inspection 9 and 10 Decemb2013

Inspection activities undertaken » Observation of teaching and learning during si
» Review of relevant documents class periods

« Discussion with principal and teachers « Examination of students’ work

* Interaction with students » Feedback to principal and teachers

Pa)

MAIN FINDINGS

The quality of learning and teaching observed wafrtmly of a high standard and was
typified by a very positive atmosphere in all lesso

Considerable care was taken in all lessons to erstudents comprehended the scientific
concepts. Where students had little Irish, Englislas used as a medium of
instruction when required.

Effective group work enhanced student interestarticipation in all lessons.
Students perform well in Science in the Junior ieate examination.

Whole-school support for the sciences is very gdsudents are provided with the
opportunity to study science in all programmes.

Laboratories are very well resourced, and provisarnnformation and communication
technology (ICT) is very good.

MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

Some lessons began by outlining the intended legroutcomes to the students and
revisiting these outcomes to ascertain studentilegur This very good practice should be
used in all lessons.

Teachers should consider how best to use assessoneetirning (AfL) strategies in
lessons.

It is recommended that students’ written work benitowed to a greater extent.




INTRODUCTION

Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne is the community schioolDingle, providing post-primary
education through the medium of Irish for all stuidein the surrounding area of west Kerry. The
Junior Certificate, Transition Year (TY), Leavingeificate, Leaving Certificate Vocational
(LCVP) and Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) prognanes are offered to the students.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

The quality of learning and teaching observed wattmly of a high standard and was
typified by a very positive atmosphere in all lesso

Preparation for lessons was a very good; lessome well structured and the pace was
suitable to students’ learning needs. Some lesbegan with teachers outlining the
intended learning outcomes to the students anditieng these outcomes to ascertain
student learning. This very good practice shouldde in all lessons.

Of note in classrooms was the skilled and condistea of a range of teaching strategies
that facilitated meaningful student participatiom the lessons. Teachers uniformly
engaged and motivated students in their learnimgutth a combination of effective
questioning, structured activities, including expemtal work and focused feedback.

ICT and white boards were very effectively usegrtovide visual images and to outline
the main points of the scientific concepts undersaderation.

Commendably, an investigative approach to the taegcbf Science was observed.
Students conducted their practical work in a safiskilful manner.

Considerable care was taken in all lessons to ersgudents comprehended the scientific
concepts. Where students had little Irish, Englislas used as a medium of
instruction when required.

It is good to note that development of studentsl &iteracy in relation to Science was
effectively facilitated through student group wankd whole-class discussion. There was
a good focus on the development of subject-speefiminology.

In one lesson an appropriate focus on enhancimgsts’ numeracy skills was evident. A
whole-school approach to enhancing students’ nucyeskills is recommended.

Good or very good teacher-student rapport was avitgethe lessons visited. Classroom
management was very satisfactory. There were exangblstudents’ contributions being
invited and used to develop lesson content. Thielig good.

The uptake of Science at higher level for Juniorti@eate is good and students perform
well in the examinations Science.

Effective learning was more easily facilitated thgh clear linking with previous
knowledge and understanding. Learning in classagasolidated by written homework.
This is positive. Increased monitoring of studentgitten work is recommended.
Teachers should consider how best to use assessoneletirning (AfL) strategies in
lessons.

Student progress is monitored through questionmglass and also through monthly
summative assessments. This is good practice. Arage mark of students’ performance
throughout the first term is reported home. Comrassessments are used for end-of-



term summer examinations thus ensuring standaialisaif learning across the year
groups. This is praiseworthy.

The science department allocates a percentage afdnks for Coursework A and this is
included in the final grade of students’ achievetr&rChristmas and in the summer. This
is very good as it reflects assessment practicegshén Junior Certificate science

examination.

SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT

Whole-school support for the sciences is very g@&uaence is a core subject in junior
cycle and in TY. Students are given the opportumitystudy Agricultural Science,
Biology, Chemistry and Physics for Leaving Certtfie.

Classes in Science are of mixed ability. This ig/\god as it raises expectations among
all students and enables the students to aim éopgtimum level at least until the pre-
examinations are completed, when final decisioasraade.

Good timetabling facilitates the effective delivarf/the sciences, with almost all class
groups having a good spread of lessons throughewvéek.

Facilities for the teaching of Science are verydyothe school has three well-resourced
laboratories and a demonstration room. A very gapgroach to health and safety
pertains in the science department. A high standaeafety equipment is present in the
laboratories and preparation areas, and chemicads stored in accordance with
Departmental guidelines. It is good to note thabmemendations made during a previous
science inspection in relation to safety have bheglemented.

The school has a high level of ICT which suppatching and learning. Data projectors
and laptop computers are available in the labaegor

Science teachers actively engage in continuingegeibnal development activities. This
is very good. Commendably, students are given dppities to participate in a good
level of co-curricular and extracurricular actiggiin the sciences.

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

A common programme of work for Science has beerisddv The main topics to be
covered and detailed learning outcomes are outlinedare homework and assessment
strategies. Teaching and learning strategies tarexghstudents’ literacy and numeracy
skills are also iterated. This is positive. Builglion this good work, consideration should
be given to linking resources to be used to spekdfirning outcomes.

Commendably, the school analyses students’ perfucendn Science in certificate
examinations. It is recommended that these be dedun the science plan in order to
more easily facilitate their use in informing temghand learning. In addition trends in
performance could be more easily monitored. Corsparwith student performance in
other subjects could also provide a useful yarkistic

The informal communication among the members of #méence department is
augmented by a number of formal documented meetingh year, which are organised
by the co-ordinator.



The draft findings and recommendations arising aiuthis evaluation were discussed with the
principal and subject teachers at the conclusioth@fevaluation. The board of management of
the school was given an opportunity to commentiittivg on the findings and recommendations
of the report, and the response of the board wifidund in the appendix of this report.
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Appendix

School response to the report

Submitted by the Board of Management



Areal Observationson the content of theinspection report

The board of management is very happy with thioeraging inspection report. The board
thanks the teachers for the ongoing effective tieggclyood organisation and professionalism.

Area2 Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection

The board of management is very happy with all thataid regarding the standard of teaching
and learning, the provision for Science and whalesl support and the planning and

preparation for the subject. The main recommendstio relation to planning for the subject are
being taken into consideration and we are alreastyudsing Assessment for Learning (AfL) in

the context of the Junior Cycle Student Award.



