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Inspection activities undertaken » Observation of teaching and learning during te
» Review of relevant documents class periods

« Discussion with principal and teachers « Examination of students’ work

* Interaction with students » Feedback to principal and teachers

M AIN FINDINGS

The overall quality of teaching and learning is dauth features of very good practice
evident in all lessons.

Lessons were well planned and managed, and studeitge engagement in learning
was facilitated by the use of a variety of methodas.

A strong focus on key words and terms facilitateel development of students’ literacy
skills; but in some cases more attention was ne#gl@hsure that students understood
and could use new or unfamiliar language.

An Assessment for Learning (AFL) approach to teaching was evident in the wis@n of
the intended learning outcomes at the start ofolessHowever, in most cases, this
collaborative approach to using learning outcomas mot used later in the lesson.

The quality of whole-school support for Scienceesy good.

The overall quality of planning and preparatiorvésy good; the science department is
very well organised and works in an open, reflecind collaborative manner.

M AIN RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the science teachers ream@vshare good practice with respect
to ways of encouraging and enabling all studentsotttribute during lessons, and with
respect to strategies to improve students’ liteisdls.

It is recommended that learning be consolidatechlplear assessment, at the end of
lessons, of whether or not the intended learnirigamnes have been achieved.




INTRODUCTION

Piper's Hill College is a co-educational post-prignachool under the aegis of County Kildare
Vocational Education Committee. The college movedatnew school building in 2009 and
enrolment has increased over recent years to ttrentuevel of 755 students. The Transition
Year (TY) programme is available as an option tiaecycle students.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

The overall quality of teaching and learning is dadth features of very good practice
evident in all lessons.

The lessons were well planned as shown in the deration that had been given to the
sequencing of learning activities and the prepamadf relevant resources.

Students’ active engagement in learning was fatddt by the use of a variety of
methodologies. A student-centred approach was evithethe manner in which new
material was linked either to prior learning oeteryday experiences.

Very good use was made of information and commtinicaechnology (ICT) resources
to support learning. Other resources such as wedtshwere also well used.

Practical activities were very well organised arfteaive in developing students’
laboratory skills.

Lessons were very well managed in a positive appatiive atmosphere. Good systems
have been established with respect to monitoritgndaince, seating arrangements and
the use of homework journals.

Good use was made of questioning and discussiestablish prior learning, to introduce
new material and to monitor progress. However pimes lessons, a significant number of
students did not answer questions or provide angrdhput. It is recommended that the
science teachers review and share good practiter@gpect to ways of encouraging and
enabling all students to respond to questions ooiribute during lessons.

Good attention was given to the development of esttal literacy skills, particularly
through a focus on key words and terms used imseieHowever, in some cases more
attention was needed to ensure that students woddrand could use the new or
unfamiliar language. It is recommended that thersms teachers review and share good
practice with respect to strategies to improve estisd literacy skills.

Good use was made of an AfL approach to teachirmyi¢ih the sharing and discussion of
the intended learning outcomes with students atsthg of lessons. However, in most
cases, this collaborative approach to using legroutcomes was not used later in the
lesson. It is recommended that learning be corslitiby a clear assessment, towards
the end of lessons, of whether or not the intereadhing outcomes have been achieved.

SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT

The quality of whole school support for Sciencedsy good. Junior Certificate Science
is a core subject and three science subjects aitalble for senior cycle students. The
school has implemented a recommendation from aque\evaluation to make Science
available to students following the Junior Certifie School Programme.



The school has excellent facilities for the teaghih Science. The four laboratories are
very well equipped and organised. The displaystoflents’ work and other relevant
materials make for a very attractive learning emwinent in the laboratories.

The commitment of the school to innovation is ewide the school’s participation in the
Discover Sensors project, and in the introductibrelectronic textbooks for first-year
students.

Very good attention has been given to the provisibrrelevant health and safety
equipment and appropriate procedures.

The timetabling arrangements for Science are apiatep

The school is very supportive of teachers’ profassi development. A range of in-
service courses on relevant issues such as litenradynumeracy, and team teaching has
been made available to all staff.

Extracurricular opportunities to experience scierare well provided for through
initiatives such as the Green School initiative gradticipation in the Young Scientist
Exhibition and the SciFest competition.

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

The overall quality of planning and preparatiorvésy good. The science department
works in an open, reflective and collaborative mann

The science department is very well organisedie@cmeet regularly both formally and
informally to discuss and review issues of commoncern, the role of coordinator is
rotated among the team of teachers, and an electadder is available for the sharing of
teaching resources.

The subject plan is comprehensive and draws togeseful information on policies and
procedures relating to the provision of Sciencer &xample, it gives very practical
advice for supporting science students with speadlcational needs. Careful
consideration also has been given to studentsom#s in state examinations and to the
initial development of a literacy and numeracytsig for science.

The records of formal department meetings showctdie action planning with respect
to the issues discussed such as laboratory reso@mg common assessments.

Laboratory resources are very well organised; diitsquipment have been developed in
order to facilitate the provision of practical adies for students.

The draft findings and recommendations arising afuthis evaluation were discussed with the

principal and subject teachers at the conclusiathefevaluation. The board of management was
given an opportunity to comment in writing on tledfngs and recommendations of the report,

and the response of the board will be found inagiygendix of this report.
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Appendix

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

Submitted by the Board of Management

Area 1: Observations on the content of the inspeion report.

Reflecting on this report the general response fasting of the science department is one of
positive awareness. The feedback in this repditbei used to inform all future actions of the
science department at both the planning level hedegaching level.

Area 2: Follow-up actions planned or undertaken isice the completion of the inspection
activity to implement the findings and recommendatbns of the inspection

In order to implement the findings and recommenmuatetiof the report the science department
have undertaken inter alia the following measures:-

In relation to a recommendation addressing theirshpaf teaching methodologies at an
intra departmental level — a notice board has lpegron display in the resource room
where all science teachers can submit and sharelsmod practice that have created
positive outcomes in the learning environment.

« A shared folder on the computer network has alssnbereated to facilitate a further
pooling of resources within the science department.

* Under the teaching and learning section of thisome@mn area involving student
participation in verbal questioning during lessaves highlighted. In addressing this
recommendation it has been proposed that a randome rgenerator will be utilized
during lessons. This ensures involvement and esrgagt of all students including those
who may not volunteer submissions normally durggsbns.

« A further recommendation details that science teelshould review and share good
practice with respect to strategies to improve estitsl literacy skills. To address this
recommendation the science department have inteadacnotice board in the resource
area to facilitate the sharing of all good practieemed to improve students’ literacy
skills. At science department meetings where time been allocated, reference will be
made to any good practice or methodology that bags Isubmitted to the notice board for
dissemination among teachers of science.



The recommendation that learning be consolidateal tlgar assessment, towards the end
of lessons, of whether or not the intended learomtgomes have been achieved has also
been addressed by the science department. ltréeddghat documentation relating to
learning outcomes and student self evaluation ésent within the science department
and more awareness and attention will be paidstatitization to satisfy this specific
recommendation.



