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REPORT
ON
THE QUALITY OF LEARNING AND TEACHING IN GEOGRAPHY

INFORMATION ON THE INSPECTION

Dates of inspection 5 and 6 December 20!

I nspection activities undertaken » Observation of teaching and learning during fiye
» Review of relevant documents class periods

« Discussion with principal and teachers « Examination of students’ work

* Interaction with students » Feedback to principal and teachers

MAIN FINDINGS

* While some good to very good quality teaching wadent in many lessons the quality
of students learning was in need of improvemesbme instances.

* Classroom management was very good and underpibyegositive relationships
between students and their teachers.

e Learning was most effective where students werd amjjaged and challenged by a
variety of methodologies including very good qualitsual stimuli.

» There is a low uptake of Geography in senior cycle.
» The geography department has access to a good shnggources.

» While the geography teachers co-operate well, [ignfor the ongoing development of
the subject needs to be more collaborative antegica

MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

» There should be a consistent focus on improvingnleg by employing differentiated
methodologies that challenge and support the rahgdilities in the context of mixed-
ability lessons.

« Appropriate procedures for the assessment of stsiderork should be consistently
applied by individual teachers to support studeatrding in Geography.

« Senior management should review the provision obdesphy within the Junior
Certificate School Programme (JCSP), and the siibitf class period allocation for
some junior cycle class groups should be addressed.

» Target setting for improvement in relation to studattainment, uptake of the subject, the
further development of curricular plans and useweb-based geographical resources
including Scoilnet Maps should be key prioritieghi subject planning process.




INTRODUCTION

Presentation Secondary School, under the trusfeeskiie Catholic Education Irish School Trust
(CEIST) is located in the inner city of Limerickh@re are 276 students enrolled in mainstream
programmes and the school also offers an extermiwgramme of Post-Leaving Certificate
(PLC) courses. The school participates in the Diepart of Education and Skills’ action plan for
delivering equality of opportunity in schools (DEIS

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Some good to very good quality teaching was evidetite lessons observed, however in
some instances there was considerable scope tovmgne quality of students’ learning.

A positive atmosphere prevailed in lessons andestisdwere very well behaved and
respectful.

Teaching and learning were most effective wherehouilogies included a range of
guestioning strategies, use of stimulating visuatemals, the incorporation of tasks, and
an appropriately paced and pitched step-by-stepoapp. The teaching team should
consider the merits of sharing effective practidesareas such as methodologies,
differentiation and assessment strategies.

In cases where a traditional didactic approach deasinant many students were largely
passive and were not engaged or challenged byrdifiated questioning or tasks. It is

recommended that student activity and a range ebtipning strategies be combined

with teacher instruction to engage all studenth@learning process and to cater for the
varying learning styles and abilities of students.

Cross-curricular links and prior learning were agpiately referenced to support
students’ learning as well as the integration oftmnal Geography in some lessons.

There was evidence of some effective differentiabg questioning, use of visuals and a
focus on subject terminology. Note-taking by studeand the presentation of lesson
material on PowerPoint slides should focus on esfiias such as key points and short
visual summaries as a further means of advancidifferentiated approach. The use of
examination criteria to support students in theoldyand development of answers to
longer questions is also recommended in this regard

In a minority of lessons information and communmatechnology (ICT) was used very
successfully to engage and deepen learning foestadThe more dynamic use of ICT to
provide visual stimuli, animations and to explagographical concepts should be fully
exploited by all teachers. Teachers should alsoontiae resources, includingcoilnet
Maps to support teaching and learning in Geography.

Homework is regularly set and a good level of wads evident in students’ copybooks
in most cases. Teacher feedback was effective ameficial where it provided an
accurate assessment of the standard of studentk’amal gave clear guidelines on how
to improve the quality of the work. This good preetneeds to be extended across the
department in a more regular and consistent maorsupport improvement in learning.



SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT

Geography is a core subject in the junior cycleepkdor some students following the

JCSP. The unequal provision in class period alionato class groups should be
addressed to support all students’ learning aneésscto the subject. This increased
provision could potentially improve achievementtake of higher level Geography in

certificate examinations and uptake of the sulgesenior cycle.

In second year one class period per week in Gehgrspassigned to a group of JCSP
students. This provision should be reviewed in teofithe management and organisation
of student profiles and learning targets as welttes learning outcomes achieved by
students.

Within the limitation of available resources coniily in teacher deployment to the
subject should be maintained to support learnimgstadents and to enable teachers to
develop their expertise in the subject.

Given the low uptake of Geography as an optionalosecycle subject, the geography
teaching team in consultation with senior managémsbould put in place a range of
strategies to increase the participation ratestamhsure the sustainability of the subject
at this level.

The geography teachers should engage formally ibjestirelated continuing

professional development (CPD) as it becomes dlailand should become affiliated to
the local branch of the Association of Geographgchers of Ireland (AGT]I) in order to
keep up to date with subject developments.

The geography department is well resourced withjestibmaterials and the geography
room which is accessible to the teaching team tstisnalating learning environment

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

The geography teaching team meet formally twiceax.yA greater level of collaborative

and strategic planning is required to address kiadlenges that face the subject. Going
forward an action planning cycle based on targeihgefor improvement should focus on

the uptake of Geography, attainment in certifi@taminations as well as differentiated
teaching methodologies to optimise students’ expeg and learning in the subject.

In some instances curricular plans are in needitfiér development. Each topic taught
should be detailed and aligned to learning outcomesources, differentiated
methodologies and assessment strategies.

The schedule of topics on the first-year teachimmgymmme should be more streamlined
to the diverse abilities of students and providetlie introduction of map and photograph
skills from an early stage.

The Transition Year (TY) geography module shouldtde a local fieldwork study as
well as the opportunity for students to report ba findings of such an investigation.
This provision would facilitate the development afrange of geographical skills and
support the progression between the junior cyctesamior cycle.




The draft findings and recommendations arising afuthis evaluation were discussed with the
principal and subject teachers at the conclusioth@fevaluation. The board of management was

given an opportunity to comment in writing on twdfngs and recommendations of the report; a
response was not received from the board.
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