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Dear Principal,

Further to your request, please find below reproduction of Circular M3/80.

COMPUTER STUDIES M3/80

This section is optional. It will not form part of the Leaving Certificate Examination but pupils who
take it, and perform satisfactorily, will be given a statement to that effect by the Department. School
authorities who wish their pupils to receive such a statement must complete an application form,
which may be had from the Department of Education, Post-Primary Branch (Data Base Section),
Portlaoise Road, Tullamore Co Offally.

As part of the application form schools will be asked to give details of the syllabus they propose to
follow. The syllabus should include the following aspects:-

Development of the computer; Social implications and use in everyday life; Careers in computing;
Structured diagrams; Problem analysis; Communicating with the computer; one low level language,
where feasible, such as CECIL or CSSP; one high level language such as COMAL; Emphasis on
input, control, process, output, testing, branching, loops, functions; Types of input/output devices.

It is envisaged that pupils would spend about 35 hours on this section in the course of one school-
year.

Each pupil should write and successfully run about ten programmes. Two or more pupils may
undertake joint projects. Records of the work done must be available for monitoring by the
Department.
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Application forms in respect of the school-year 2003/2004 should be returned to the Department in
good time, preferably by 31 May, 2004.

Yours sincerely,

Database Section.



